30 June 1825. 




(Ireland.) 



A 

BILL 

To amend the Law of Ireland , respecting the Sub-letting 
of Tenements. 



W HEREAS the Sub-letting and Sub-dividing of Lands in 
Ireland has increased to an extent which has been found 
prejudicial to the Landlords and Tenantry of Ireland ; and it is 
therefore expedient to ensure the fulfilment of the Covenants in 
5 - existing Leases for preventing such Sub-letting, and to make more 
effectual provisions to restrain such practices in future; 

15 (Bit therefore dEnacteh, by The king’s most Excellent 
Majesty, by and with the advice and consent of the Lords Spiritual 
and Temporal, and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, 
10 and hy the authority of the same, THAT in all cases where the 
Tenant or Tenants under any Lease made at any time before 

of any lands or 

tenements in Ireland, shall, at any time after 
assign or underlet such lands or tenements, or any part thereof, con- 
15 trary to the Covenants in such Lease, no act matter or thing 
whatever done or acquiesced in by the Lessor in such Lease, or his 
legal representative, shall be taken deemed or construed, in any court 
of law or equity, to be or to amount to a waiver of the benefit of 
any Covenant or Covenants in such Lease, for preventing the assigning 
S p or under-letting of the lands or tenements demised by such Lease*, 
without the consent of such Lessor or his legal representative; and 
that in any action or actions for the breach of any such Covenant, 
such Lessor or his legal representative shall be entitled to recover 
the possession of such lands or tenements, or any penalty for such 
25 breach of Covenant, according to the provisions of any such Cove- 
nant, unless it shall be proved that such Lessor or his legal repre- 
sentative agreed to such assignment or sub-letting in manner and 
form expressly required by the Covenant or Covenants in such 
Lease. 
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And be it further Enacted, That if any person being a Lessee of 
any lands tenements or hereditaments in Ireland, under any lease 
made or to be made, at any time before or after 

shall, either by deed or other Written instru- 
ment, or by parol or otherwise howsoever, assign or under-let the 
whole or any part of the lands tenements or hereditaments demised 
by such lease, contrary to the covenants contained in such lease, 
without the consent of the Lessor- in such lease, or his legal represen- 
tative, given and signified in writing, in express pursuance of and 
according to the covenants contained in any such lease, and without 
such Lessor or his representative being a party to, and signing and 
sealing the lease deed or instrument (if any) whereby such lands 
tenements or hereditaments, or any part thereof, shall be assigned 
or subrletten, or (in cases where .such assigning or under-letting shall 
be made otherwise than by deed or written instrument) without the 
consent in writing of such Lessor or his representative, then and in 
any or either of the said cases the person so assigning or sub-letting 
.such lands tenements or hereditaments without such consent as 
aforesaid, shall not have or be entitled to any remedy by distress or 
otherwise, for recovery of any rent or sum reserved in and by such 
under lease, or other deed or instrument of sub-letting or assign- 
ment, or for the occupation of the lands tenements or hereditaments 
so assigned or under-letten ; any tiling in any such lease deed or 
other instrument of assignment, or any law statute or usage to the 
contrary in anywise notwithstanding. 

And be it further Enacted, That it shall not be lawful for any per- 
son or persons who shall be a Lessee or Lessees of any lands tene- 
ments or hereditaments, or his or their representative, nor for any 
person or persons holding or who shall hold any lands tenements 
or hereditaments, in Ireland , as a Tenant or Tenants, (except 
under a lease for ninety-nine years or upwards, or for lives renew- 
able for ever, or under a lease containing a clause expressly 
empowering and authorizing the Lessee and his representatives to 
assign or sub-let) at any time after the 

day Of to assign or sub-let, either by written 

instrument or otherwise, any such lands tenements or heredita- 
ments, or any part thereof, without the express consent of the 
superior Landlord thereof for the time being, testified by such 
Landlords being a party to, and signing and sealing or executing 
the lease or other deed or instrument (if any) by which such 
lands tenements or hereditaments, or any part thereof, shall be so 
assigned or sub-let; or if such assignment or sub-letting shall be 
made otherwise than by deed or written instrument, without the 
consent in writing under the hand and seal of such superior Land- 
lord, although no express covenant or agreement be inserted or 
contained in the original lease (if any) of such lands tenements 
or hereditaments, or be made between the parties to prevent the 
assigning or sub-letting of the same, and such assignment or sub- 
letting, and any lease, deed or instrument, or other agreement or 

proceeding 
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proceeding, whereby such assignment or sub-letting shall be made, 
without such consent as aforesaid, and testified as aforesaid, shall 
be and be deemed wholly void and invalid to all intents and pur- 
poses whatsoever ; any law statute or usage to the contrary in 
5 anywise notwithstanding ; and that in any proceeding in law or 
equity relating to such assignment or sub-letting, the party so 
assigning or sub-letting, or the party to whom such assigning or 
sub-letting shall be made or attempted to be made, shall not be 
entitled to avail himself of, or to be protected by, any constructive 
io or parol waiver of the benefit of this Act, by or on behalf of any 
such superior Landlord. 

And be it further Enacted, That in all cases where any person 
or persons who is or are or shall be possessed of any lands tene- 
ments or hereditaments under any assignment or sub-letting autho- 
15 rized by law, or by the provisions of this Act, and made at any 
time after shall have duly paid 

and satisfied the rent due from such person or persons to his or 
their immediate Landlord entitled to receive such rent, the receipt of 
such immediate Landlord shall be a full and sufficient discharge to 
20 such person or persons who shall have paid such rent, against every 
superior Landlord, or other person whomsoever who shall have been 
a consenting party to such assignment or sub-letting; and the 
person so having paid such rent, or his or their goods chattels or 
effects, lands or tenements, shall not be subject or liable to the pay- 
25 ment of or to any distress or other remedy for any rent due to any 
such superior and assenting Landlord, or to any other person holding 
under such superior or assenting Landlord ; any law usage or custom 
to the contrary in anywise notwithstanding. 

And be it further Enacted, That from and after the 
30 day of it shctll not be lawful for 

any person or persona holding or who shall hold any lands or 
tenements under any lease made before the Sahl 
day 0 f which shall contain 

any covenant for restraining the sub-lettirig or assigning of the same 
35 without the consent of the original Lessor or his representatives, 
nor for any person who shall hold any lands tenements or heredi- 
taments, under any lease made at any time subsequent to the 
said day of 

(whether such lease shall or shall not contain any such covenant 
40 as aforesaid,) to devise such lands or tenements, or any part thereof, 
by his or their last will and testament, so as to portion or divide such 
lands or tenements so holden by such devisor, or the actual posses- 
sion thereof, to or among several persous : Provided always, that 
nothing in this Act contained shall extend or be construed to 
extend to prevent the inheritance or distribution of any lands or 
tenements to or among any person or persons entitled thereto 
according to law, upon the decease of any person or persons dying 
intestate. 
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